
Cambria County Regional Firefighters' Association 

Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Southmont Vol Fire Company 

September 28, 2023 

 

• Call Meeting to Order – President John Gromley called the meeting 
to order at 19:01 hours. 

• Pledge of Allegiance – All members present stood for the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by President Gromley.  Paul Sklodowski then gave the 
blessing. 
 

• Meeting recessed for the Meal – 19:03 
 

• Call Meeting Back to Order – 19:35 
 

• Guest Speaker – Art Martynuska gave a radio system update which 
also serves as the 9-1-1/EMA update. 

o Both systems will remain in use until all radio installations are 
completed. 

o Installations start October 12th with the City of Johnstown. 
o Each region has an installation site distributed and attached for 

reference. 
o Each region also has a list of Train-the-Trainer instructors for 

the new radio operations. 
o Base installations will not be scheduled until the mobiles are 

installed.  Note – base installs will utilize all new equipment 
including coax’s, antennas, etc to ensure there are no issues. 
Antenna locations may be different from your existing antenna 
locations. 

o Warranty period is 5 years from date of full implementation, 
batteries are included. 

o If Co’s want to purchase different model/manufacturers’ radios, 
they must be fully compatible with the County system specs or 
they will not be programmed. 

o Police are encrypted, so we will NOT be able to hear them.  
PD’s can switch to FD Ops frequencies to communicate, but we 
cannot switch to PD frequencies. 

o Pagers will remain active as is. 
o Bluetooth feature is active for those with compatible SCBA. 



o Art and EMA/9-1-1 staff looking for input on “Man-down” 
protocols. 

▪ Handed out the existing MayDay procedures with 
suggested changes based on FD input. 

▪ Also, handed out Cambria County’s Recommended RIT 
SOGs that have not been updated since 2010. 

▪ Suggests a committee be appointed “that does not have 
18 members.” 

o Testing is substantially completed with 99.5% coverage 
throughout the County’s accessible grids.  They are continuing 
to test the deep woods and inaccessible areas to ensure 
coverage.  Several tested problem spots in buildings such as 
Conemaugh Hospital are being addressed with the building 
managers and local FD involvement. 

 

• Reading of Last Meeting's Minutes – Minutes of the Convention 
meeting of August 4, 2023 at Hope were read.   
 

o Additions or corrections none noted except 2 - 2022 vs 2023 
dates as reported by Secretary Lehmann.  With notations, 
motion by Tom Bracken – Nanty Glo, 2nd by Mark Coelman – 
Beaverdale to accept the minutes.  Motion passed. 

 

• Communications – None 
 

• Reading of Bills – Treasurer Paul Kundrod read the bills for the 
month in the amount of   $9,305.92   

o Motion: Charles Woodley – Hope  
o 2nd: Micky Lutch – Spangler  
o Question: None 
o Vote: Passed 

 

• Treasurer's Report – Treasurer Paul Kundrod reported: 
Total Funds in Certificates: 

 $132,117.83   
Total Funds in Checking Accounts:   

 $99,657.41 
TOTAL FUND BALANCES as of: 9/28/2023 

 $231,775.24 
o Motion:  Nick Wuckovich – Conemaugh  
o 2nd: Bob Nies – Cover Hill 



o Question: None 
o Vote: Passed 

   

• Committee Reports: 
o Law & Legislative – No Report 

 
o Fire School – Jim McCann – Johnstown  

▪ 6 Essentials programs are scheduled: Clymer, Cresson, 
Logan Twp United, Patton, Dauntless, West Hills. 

▪ Association is paying $6,000.00 working with Bucks for 
the 6 packages including:  

• Association Departments – those programs are 
FREE, except for CPR (pay for card) and a small 
fee for the Medical standby and cascade at the burn 
sessions. 

• Certifications included at no charge, HMA, HMO, 
FF1 ProBoard 

▪ Training Committee met Sept 10, 2023 to start arranging 
Spring Fire School. 

▪ Anheuser Busch Foundation donated $20,000.00 to 
Cambria County Association for training.  Thanks to Mike 
Petrisko for writing the letter to get the grant. 

• A special thanks to RJ Wilson – Reade Township to 
recommend to Anheuser Busch that the above 
donation which they were going to get for their 
Department would be better suited to go to the 
Association to benefit training a larger area.  Also, 
RJ has been instrumental in getting additional 
monies and promotions/air time on WTAJ to benefit 
the fire service and the Association. 

 
o Fire School Site – Bob Nies – Cover Hill – Vice Chair for Tony 

Sestrich – Chairman: 
▪ Richland Twp FD donating 4 steel cascade bottles. 
▪ Bob Nies – motion to pay up to $1,000.00 for a 5x8 trailer 

for the bottles.  2nd: Jeff Weir – Franklin  

• Question called for.   

• Motion passed. 
▪ Had a meeting on September 6, 2023.  Tower needs to 

be completely reskinned.  If it’s metal, that’s a $25,000 - 
$30,000 project.  Looking for donations.  They are 



checking with some builders to evaluate the actual poles 
to see if they can still be used. 

▪ Tony will send an email to committee members for next 
month’s meeting. 

 
o Certification – No Report 

 
o Application Review – President Gromley for Joe Adams: 

▪ Mahaffey application review and found satisfactory.  
Motion by Rich Brown, Jr. – Nanty Glo, 2nd by Mark 
Coleman – Beaverdale to accept. 

• Question called  

• Motion passed. 
 

o By-Laws – No Report 
 

o Fire Prevention – John Hawksworth – Dauntless: 
▪ FP week in October.  Suggests each Department take 

pictures, put in a binder, and submit.  Prize is $100 and 
points at the Convention.   

▪ Nick Wuckovich reported 6 Departments submitted and 
the award is outsider judged.  Also, all 6 were taken to 
Central District and judged there, with 5 of the 
Departments getting cash awards: highest was $125.00, 
lowest was $50.00. 

 
o Historical – No Report 

 
o Recruitment & Retention – Pink tickets for meeting 

attendance has started.  Prizes not known yet but will be 
something.  Attend and submit tickets. 

 
o Tuition Assistance – Paul Kundrod reported info and 

applications on the website. 
▪ With $3,000 + balance in account, Paul Kundrod 

recommended taking $1,000.00 and place in Washington 
Mutual Fund 

• Motion – Nick Wuckovich to move $1,000.00 to 
Mutual Fund 

• 2nd – Tom Bracken 

• Question 



• Motion passed. 
o Website – Lianna Weir – East Taylor 

▪ Looking at new vendors/hosts due to site going down 
often. 

 
o 9-1-1 EMA – Presentation by Art at beginning of meeting. 

 
o Fire Advisory – Rich Brown, Jr. – Nanty Glo: 

▪ As reported by Art Martynuska in his report. 
 

o County Convention – No Report 
 

o Other Association – Paul Sklodowski – Keystone Regional 
▪ Report to be given to Secretary for inclusion in minutes. 

 
o Fundraising – Lianna Weir – East Taylor 

▪ Meeting was held Sept 10, 2023.  Ladies Bingo set for 
May 4th, 2024. 100% profit to FS site. 

▪ Looking at a boot drive – virtual online or placing boots in 
locations, not standing in street. 

▪ T-Shirts and garments still on sale.  Looking at sponsors 
for FS 

▪ Tap 814 raising monies by giving $1 for each beer to Box 
11. 

 
o Awards – Tom Bracken – Nanty Glo 

▪ All awards recorded in the new award book that Nick 
Wuckovich created.  Will continue to be updated so there 
is a good record. 

 
o Credentials – No Report 

 
o Insurance – No Report 

 
o Rules & Convention Contests & Parades – Ricky Price has 

set the meeting date for October 4, 2023 at Nanty Glo. 
 

o Tower Planning – No Report 
 

o Resolutions – Paul Sklowdowski – Keystone Regional 



▪ Read the resolution and names of Ed Hudak – 
Beaverdale, and Theodore Gerlesky – Carrolltown. 

▪ All members stood in silence for 1 minute in memory of 
their departed brothers. 

 
o Roll Call of Officers – all present except for Jeff Gromley, 

Assistant Secretary due to work. 
 

o Roll Call of Companies – 28 companies.   
▪ Beaverdale, City of Johnstown, Clymer, Conemaugh, 

Cover Hill, Creekside, Dale, Dauntless, East Taylor, 
Franklin, Ferndale, Hope, Jackson Twp., Keystone 
Regional, Middle Taylor, Nanty Glo, Oakland, Patton, 
Portage, Richland Twp., Scalp Level Paint, South Fork, 
Southmont, Spangler, St. Michael, Summerhill Borough, 
Upper Yoder Twp., West Taylor Twp. 

 
o Old and Unfinished Business – Lianna Weir 

▪ We are planning a Ladies in the Fire Service Social Night 
that will take place in February. Exact date TBA. It will be 
held at the East Taylor Fire Hall. Anyone from ladies 
auxiliary to new recruits can attend. This will be social in 
nature and a way for all the ladies to get to know each 
other and to help those who recently joined the Fire 
Service.  

▪ Karingtin Sklodowski, Macey Davidson, and Lianna Weir 
will be researching and planning a Ladies Training 
Weekend at the Fire School Site. Jim McCann will assist. 
Karingtin has reached out to Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire for 
advice on holding such an event. PBF offers a similar 
training camp every summer. 

 
o New Business –  

▪ Mike Petrisko reported as a result of the Executive 
meeting in Nanty Glo on September 10, the committee is 
recommending the President appoint a Membership 
Secretary for a term of 3 years.  Nick Wuckovich has 
agreed to accept the position. 

• President Gromley so appointed, with a stipend to 
be the same as the Secretary. 



• Motion by Rich Brown, Jr. to purchase and 
computer and printer for the Membership Secretary.  
2nd by Mark Coleman – Beaverdale.  

o Question 
o Motion passed. 

▪ Mike Petrisko then read proposed amendments to the By-
Laws – attached and posted as reference.   

• Amend Article II, Section 1; Article IV, Section 10 
and renumbering Section 10, 11, 12.  This 
amendment creates the Membership Secretary as 
an officer, with appointment for term by President 
and provision for a stipend.  

• Renumbers certain sections due to addition. 
▪ Jeff Weir – Report on Box 11: 

• Since Feb 23 – 19 calls 
o August $2,178 income, $240.64 expenses, 

balance $1,937.36 
o September $1,937.36, $756.92 income, 

balance $2,694.28  
 

o Good of the Association –  
▪ Paul Kundrod, Association Treasurer reported that about 

$40,000 is in the Fire School account that we don’t need 
until Spring/Summer 2024.  Recommends taking $20,000 
and investing in a 9 month CD, 4.5%. 

▪ Also, in Association Savings Account, take $15,000 and 
invest in 6 month CD, 4.5%. 

• Motion by Len Whiteford – Patton, 2nd by Jeff Weir – 
Franklin. 

• Question 

• Motion passed. 
▪ Bob Nies presented $800 from raffle to Association for the 

Death Fund. 
▪ President Gromley stated next 3 months as experiment 

no meals as a cost and labor savings for the host 
Companies. 

 
o Standing Rise for Host Company – called for by John 

Hawksworth for Southmont hosting and providing the meal. 
 

o Next Meeting – October 26, 2023 – Nanty Glo. 



 
o 50/50 Drawing – $83 to winner 

 
o Adjournment –  

▪ Motion: Rich Brown, Jr. – Nanty Glo 
▪ 2nd: Karingtin Sklodowski – Keystone Regional 
▪ Vote: Passed 
▪ Time: 20:58  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
William K Lehmann, Secretary 










